
 
WELCOME TO SPRING and our first newsletter of 2019! It’s been lovely to hear all about how much the 
children have enjoyed Christmas, and I hope that you all had a lovely break with your families!  

 
 
New Arrivals – Welcome to the world and to nursery 
• Myself & the rest of the team would like to take this opportunity to officially 

welcome all of the new children & their families – both those who have joined us in 
recent months and those who will be joining us over the rest of this term. We are extremely 

happy to have you here and we know that you will all enjoy your time here at our lovely nursery. 
• Huge congratulations to the Rudge family on the arrival of baby Samuel. We also have lots of families 

expecting babies over the coming term – we wish you the best of luck and are looking forward to 
hearing your happy news! 

• I would also like to officially welcome the new staff members who have joined us over the last term. 
Marie-Claire has settled in wonderfully to the office and is proving to be an asset to the team! Jennie has 
become a permanent member of staff in the toddler room after working with us as bank staff and as a 
student along with Kiran who has now officially joined us as an apprentice - both practitioners are 
focusing on building strong relationships with the children, staff and parents and have settled in really 
well. Paige has had a great first few weeks in preschool, working to get to know the children and our 
policies and procedures, whilst also looking at how she can develop the room and her team herself.  
 

A Successful Christmas 
 Christmas at nursery is always lovely and this year was no different… the children really do bring the 
magic! The children had a wonderful time preparing for and singing at the Christmas Gathering with their 
families and of course Santa’s visit to their party was an exciting experience for them all. Dave’s Christmas 
dinner went down a treat as usual - by children and staff alike - and I think everyone had fun with the crackers! 
The staff and I would also like to thank all of our wonderful parents and carers for the many many gifts and 
cards we received – we were quite overwhelmed by your generosity and kind words – thank you, thank you, 
thank you!  
 
Staff Training 

• As you know, we have a development focus each term to ensure that we are constantly improving the 
levels of care and education that we provide for the children. This term and next, we will be focusing on 
the garden or “outdoor classroom” – refreshing much of it as we head into warmer weather and really 
ensuring that the children are getting as much as they can be from our wonderful outside space.  

• In addition, we will also be reviewing the work that we did early last year on the quality of teaching and 
learning and Juliette Jennings will be returning to do some more work and training with us around this. 
Juliette has a wealth of knowledge and expertise and we are excited to be working with her again to 
ensure that we are having the most positive impact possible on the children.  
 

Parent Survey    
• As parents and carers of the children who are the very reason that we do what we do, your voices and 

opinions are held in very high regard as you know. It is therefore important for us to present 
opportunities for you to share your thoughts and feelings. You should have already received your survey 
as an online link via email - we would be extremely grateful if you could complete this survey as the 
more responses that we get, the more accurately we can assess how we are meeting the needs of you 
and of the children. We look forward to hearing your comments soon. 

• As a side note – ‘Active Adventures’ in the list of extra activities that we provide, is the name of the 
multi-skills class that Luke holds - sorry if this wasn’t clear. Also, I forgot to add ‘cooking club’ and 
‘gardening club’ to the list. I know many children have benefited from these clubs, so if your child has, 
please add them to the ‘other’ section. Thank you J 

 
Security 

• As you may have noticed, we have upgraded the security on the internal door leading from the entrance 
hall to where the children are. We had no end of trouble with the old product and it needed replacing 

                                                                      
                                                                       



and reprogramming far too often – mostly just because the door gets used 100s of times per day and 
the handles and the mechanisms just weren’t up to the high volume of traffic! The new system is 
designed for high-traffic areas and so should be much more hard-wearing. Despite this additional layer 
of security at nursery, please still remain vigilant in not allowing anyone to enter nursery as you leave – 
thank you.   
 

Allergy awareness – VERY IMPORTANT 
• One of our Kindergarten children has very recently had a severe allergic reaction to nuts. As a result, I 

would like to remind you that we do not permit any products containing nuts on site. As a further 
precaution, please be conscious of and inform us if you or your child has consumed a nut product 
immediately prior to coming in to nursery. In addition, although it’s a rarity, if you are bringing in any 
food products at all (i.e. birthday cake etc.), please speak to the practitioners in your child’s room and 
where possible bring the packaging with you. If it is home made, a full list of ingredients would be 
required. 

 
Parent Forum – Tuesday 26th February 2019 

• For those of you that are not aware, our termly parent forum is a great opportunity for us to come 
together informally to chat about matters that are important to you, and to share ideas and any 
inspirations that you may have to further enhance the children’s experience here at nursery. This gives 
you as parents and carers a voice to enable you to contribute to decisions made, and to ensure that we 
are providing a high level of care and development for your children. 

Last term we held our first parent forum which received a great response from many of you. 
However, there were many parents who said that they would have liked to attend but couldn’t make 
the arranged time. As a result, we have decided to move the time for this session to 6pm – 7pm in the 
hopes that those of you that would like to be involved, can be. The focus for this terms’ meeting will be 
Parental Engagement. If you would like to attend, please let us know via email as soon as possible. 

 
Room News 
Babies: Happy new year from all the staff in baby room, we can’t wait to see what this year has in store for us, 
especially watching how your babies grow and develop. Last term we were pleased to welcome lots of new 
babies to our room and as a result have been concentrating on building relationships – especially within our key 
carer groups – it’s been lovely to observe the developing personalities in our group. We had lots of fun at 
Christmas exploring the different ways that we can get creative, not only with crafts, but also ways that we can 
move our bodies to music.  

This coming term we will be looking at winter, discovering the textures of ice and snow - if we are lucky 
enough to have some! We will also be exploring smells that we associate with winter, such as berries and 
cinnamon spice. Jayne has also been researching the Danish concept ‘Hygge’ which is all about cosiness and a 
feeling of wellness and contentment – we will be looking at how we can implement this through our resources 
and routines. 
 
Toddlers: Firstly in toddlers we would like to welcome Jennie and Kiran who complete our wonderful team. 
Over the last term we have been focusing on sensory and small world play, all the children were very involved 
and explored lots of tuff tray activities – these included a farmyard with cereals; a dinosaur swamp and various 
sensory trays. With these activities and more, we have been delighted to support our toddlers with their 
vocabulary and to see lots of the children working hard with this, we have heard many new words and some are 
starting to put words together! :) Over the Christmas period the children enjoyed a Christmas party, bake off 
and a family gathering. The children especially loved taking part in all the creative activities.  

This coming term, we are focusing on our literacy skills, the children have shown a lot of interest in story 
books and singing recently and so we are planning to provide them with exciting and challenging activities to 
develop their skills and interests further and to keep them all engaged. 
 
Kindergarten: Last term we introduced “focus book” each month. This is based on the children’s interests at 
nursery or at home, and allows us to incorporate different areas of learning through various activities linked to 
the book. We have looked at Goldilocks and the Three Bears and Superworm and implemented some lovely 
activities – a firm favourite was pasta play in dirt which we pretended were worms from the book. The purpose 
of the activity was to work on the children’s fine manipulative skills through use of the tweezers when collecting 
the worms and then also counting skills once the worms were in the pots. We will be continuing with focus 
books this term so if your child has a favourite book, please let us know! J. 
 Our current topic is winter and this term our main focus will be literacy, we will be incorporating various 
activities and supporting the children in creating their own version of familiar stories.   



Stay and Play 
Stay and play this term will be w/c 25th 

February 2019. This is an invite to all 
parents and grandparents - Please email us 

to arrange an appointment. If this week does not 
suit you, please let us know and we will arrange 
another time for you - you are always welcome 

to come and play! 

 
This term we will also be encouraging more independence within the daily routine supporting the children to 
further develop their confidence with self-serving their own food and learning about portion control and where 
their food comes from.  

The children who have moved up from toddler room have settled really well into the new room and new 
routine. Key Group Time is working well and is allowing strong, positive relationships to form as we get to spend 
more one-to-one time with the children working on their current next steps. 
 
Preschool: Firstly, I (Paige) would like to thank all of the parents for the lovely warm welcome that I’ve had to 
preschool – I’m really looking forward to getting to know you and your children! 

Last term preschool were very busy doing lots of Christmas activities which involved lots of drawing, 
gluing, singing and creating. They even learnt the song “We wish you a Merry Christmas” in sign language! The 
children were very proud of learning this and made sure they taught it to all of their younger friends too. Even 
with all the excitement of Christmas, the children’s concentration and listening (a key skill in preparing for 
school) has developed very well and group times have become increasingly enjoyable – especially with beat 
baby who helps us with early phonics, repetition, rhyming, syllables and high frequency words! 
 In this term so far, we have followed the children’s interests and have been learning a bit about 
dinosaurs. We’ve been looking at their habitats and have observed and are even hatching our own dinosaur 
eggs! We have also been using dinosaurs to help us learn other things too – particularly in maths - we’ve been 
comparing their sizes, patterns and looking at similarities and differences. The children have also been making 
predictions about when they will hatch! 
 Going forward, we will be having a different focus each week in literacy and maths - this week the 
children have been learning about corners and listening out for sounds around us. Each week we will put a 
notice up in our room to tell you about our focus, so that you can continue discussions at home if you wish. We 
will also be focusing on our Physical Development this term – this will include everything from obstacle courses 
in the garden, to mark making and beginning letter formation. 
 
 
 
 

 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Song and Story Sacks  
Just a gentle reminder to ensure that you sign these out and in 
again when you borrow them – it’s so great to see that so many 
of you use them, but please remember that they take a long time 

to create and we need to be able to keep track of them. J  

Reminders 
• Please could you provide at least one change of clothes 

in your child’s bag, not just in case of accidents but in 
case they get mucky while learning in the garden or 
have any spillages at meal times. 
 

• Now that the weather is colder, please also bring a 
warm coat and hat and also wellies so that they can 
comfortably access the outside area … whatever the 
weather! 
 

• Could we kindly ask that no toys from home are 
brought into nursery. Comforters are of course fine, but 
additional toys have a tendency to get lost or broken. 

 

    Many thanks to everyone who has 
nominated a member of staff and 

                   recognised their hard work 
        this last term – it’s great 

   when parents take the time to 
          recognise the girl’s efforts in 

            writing. Please do continue to 
            make your nominations and look 

out for the winner’s certificate displayed on the 
entrance noticeboard each month. 

 

Dates for your Diary 
w/c 25th Feb – Stay and Play  

26th Feb – Parent Forum (6-7pm) 
w/c 4th March – World Book Day (week)  

5th March – Pancake Day 
7th March – World Book Day (Fancy Dress) 
19th April – Good Friday (Nursery Closed) 

22nd April – Easter Monday (Nursery Closed) 
 

WORLD BOOK DAY (week) 
Thursday 7th March 2019 

Fancy Dress - Children are invited to come into 
Nursery dressed as Their favourite book character 
– the children can also bring in their favourite book 

to show their friends during the day. 
 

There will also be lots of different activities going on for 
World Book Day during w/c 4th March 2019 

Employee 
of the 
month 


