
 
Hello! I hope you all had a lovely summer and are well rested! WELCOME TO THE AUTUMN TERM! 

 

As always, the end of an academic year means that we have had to say goodbye to all of our biggies! This 

year was no different - with mixed emotions we said goodbye to 19 little lovelies, they will be missed greatly but we 
wish them every happiness in the years ahead and hope that their time here has given them a strong foundation on 

which to build! This year we had a lovely leaver’s party where the children were able to celebrate their time with us. 
The school leavers also painted the Halesowen Day Nursery bench so that we have a physical reminder of their time 

here – it will be lovely for the children to come back and see the bench that they painted when they come to visit too, 

as we hope many of them will!  
 

 New Arrivals – both to the world and to nursery 
 With all of the goodbyes that the summer brings, come the new starters of the autumn term! 

Myself and the rest of the team would like to take this opportunity to officially welcome all of the new 

children & their families – both those who have joined us in recent months and those who will be 
joining us over the rest of this term. We are extremely happy to have you are here and we know that you 

will all enjoy your time at Halesowen Day Nursery. 

 We would also like to congratulate Blessing and Isla-Grace and their families on the birth of their new babies Evan 
and Aaliyah-Mae! - It’s lovely to see your families grow! 

 

Staff News 
 We are delighted to welcome our new teachers to the team, both permanent and bank staff members. They have 

all settled in perfectly to the nursery and it is great to have them on board. We will be updating the photo’s on the 

board at the entrance shortly so that you can see who’s-who. For those of you who are not aware, all teachers 
wear green t-shirts except for senior staff who wear blue t-shirts and all staff also wear name badges to signify who 

they are. In addition, at the entrance of each playroom there is a board which is updated each day to show which 
teachers have been working in that room.  

 
Security  

 As we have lots of new parents, I would just like to remind you all of our nursery entrance/exit policy – 

please ensure that no one enters the building unless there is a member of HDN staff at the door. If you are leaving 
the building, please do not let anyone in and please consciously close the door behind you as you leave. I appreciate 

that this is an unusual social situation, especially when you recognise or know the person waiting to enter, but 
I hope that you understand the importance of being attentive to this policy, for the safety of all of the 

children in our care. The security system on the inside door goes a long way in controlling who can enter the 

nursery, but it is still important to stay vigilant.  
Can I also take this opportunity to remind you to enter the forecourt at the entrance 

near the tyre garage and pull as far in as you can so that other parents can fit behind 
you and people being blocked in is minimised. Thank you.    
 

Stay and Play 

This term’s stay and play will be during the W/C 7th October 2019. As usual, parents and/or grandparents are 

invited to join their child for a planned activity during this week – we understand that generally speaking most parents are 
at work while their children are at nursery but we ask you to consider this opportunity as it is a lovely way to see nursery 

from your child’s perspective at a time when there isn’t the ‘busyness’ of pick-ups and handovers happening.  
Please email us to make an appointment – a limit of two adult visitors per child is in place. If there is no availability 

left during this week or this week is not convenient for you, we can arrange another time for you to come – you are always 
welcome to make an appointment to come and play, you don’t have to wait for stay and play week.   

 

Parent Forum and Parent Workshop 
 Last term’s forum was really useful - we discussed our nursery action/improvement plan. Our next meeting will be 

held on Tuesday 15th October 2019 from 6-7pm. As mentioned last time, we can provide a babysitting service to 
enable more parents to attend. If you would like to attend, please let us know asap – particularly if you would like to bring 

your child with you, so that we can arrange the appropriate number of practitioners to look after the children while the 
meeting is taking place.  

 We also will be holding a Parent Workshop called “Talking Counts” this term on Tuesday 22nd October 2019 
from 6:00-7:30pm. We have recently received training as a team in an approach called The Commenting Approach and 

Myself, Emily and Sophie will be hosting this workshop to share some tips with you about how to support your child with 

their communication and language. Please note: this workshop is for all parents and even if your child has very good 
speech and language abilities, it will still be interesting and useful to you and your child. If you would like to attend, just 

send me an email and I’ll reserve you a space – the more, the merrier. 

                                                                      

                                                                       



Toddler Room 
Over the last term in Toddlers we have been focusing on ‘Commotion in the Ocean’ where the children 

have experienced life in and on the Ocean through a variety of different activities such as sensory trays, crafts and 
even food tasting! 
 
We would like to welcome all of our new children who have moved up from the baby room to the toddler room and 
also Isaiah, Sarrah and Elsie who are new to Halesowen Day Nursery. We look forward to getting to know you all 
and your families by starting the new term with ‘Marvellous Me’. We will be taking this opportunity to explore and 
build on the children’s interests and to learn all about their families and their local environments.  

 
 

Kindergarten 
Last term we learnt all about the ocean and the creatures that live there, we made jellyfish in a bottle and 

had different sensory activities to explore different textures - we used ice, shaving foam, water and food colouring.  
We introduced free flow into our routine which is working well and really helped the children to transition smoothly 
into pre-school. 
 
This term we have welcomed lots of new children into kindergarten who are settling in well. We are learning all 
about ourselves - we have been painting portraits by looking in the mirror and learnt about how to be healthy, next 
we are moving onto learning all about our senses and our feelings.   
 

 

Baby Room 
Our previous topic in the baby room has been ‘Commotion in the Ocean’. It has been great to explore the 

different sea creatures as well as cardboard box submarines, ships and pirate teasure with the babies which they 
have thoroughly enjoyed. Our next topic is ‘Marvellous Me’ where we will be exploring our bodies and senses. 
Thank you to all the parents that have already bought in their family photos, if you haven’t already please can you 
bring these in, we look forward to seeing them. 
 
We also would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new babies, Oliver, Alexander, Ted, Max, Ava and Bella! 
We would also like to wish the best of luck to Leo, Jacob and Olivia as they move onto the toddler room. 

 

Playrooms  
 
Reminders  

 Please could all children bring their own water cup to nursery that will then be sent home with you at 

the end of the day.  

 If you take a nursery plate or bowl home because your child took their meal home, or if your child goes 

home in nursery clothes, please return these at your earliest convenience.   

 Once your child is in kindergarten, the process with diaries changes and we ask that you please take 

your child’s diary out of their bag and put it in the basket on the side when they arrive at nursery – this 

is a different process to the one you are used to in toddler room but one that really helps us so it is 

greatly appreciated. 

 Please also remember to provide lots of spare clothes – especially if your child is learning how to use the 

toilet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre-school 
Firstly, both myself and Sharon would like to welcome all parents to Preschool, we are very excited to be 

working with you all and getting to know your families in the coming months. 
Last month the children really enjoyed activities around the topic of ‘Commotion in the Ocean’. The children have 
been very excited to share with us the activities which they have enjoyed and are immensely proud of their work 
based around this topic – especially the jellyfish in bottles which they still enjoy playing with! 
 
For our new topic this half-term we will be learning about ‘Marvellous Me’. We have lots of exciting activities 
planned for the coming weeks including drawing our families and where we live, fruit tasting when we are learning 
about how to look after our bodies, messy play and exploring the outdoors to name just a few. We hope the 
children enjoy our next topic as much as they did the last! 
 

 



 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Toys at Nursery 
Just a gentle reminder that we do not 
allow children to bring their own toys 
to nursery. Things get too easily lost 
and broken. Of course, children can 
bring a comforter if they wish, but 

please bring this in your child’s bag and 
inform a member of staff that it is 

there for your child to use.  

Parent’s Evening 
After trialling parent’s evening over a 
week last time, we have decided that 
it works better when it takes place on 
one set evening. As a result, we have 

set parent’s evening this term for 
Tuesday 26th November 2019 
  Please make an appointment by 

adding your child’s name to the chart 
that will be available a few weeks 

before the date above.  

 Communication Bears 
Bertie and Betsy went on many 

adventures last term, but we just 
want to remind you that you can 

take them home or on holiday with 
you at any time… we just ask that 

you write about their time with 
your child in their diary, adding 

photos if you can! 

Annual Family BBQ  
Thank you to everyone 
who attended the family 
BBQ in July – We had a 

great turnout, it was 
warm and the food and 

drink were flowing! It was 
lovely to see so many of 
you and chat in a more 

informal setting. 

 

Song and Story Sacks 
Lauren D works very hard to keep these stocked up and fresh 
and its so great to see how regularly these are taken home! 
If you’re not sure what they are, please read the information 

on the board outside the baby room to see if they would be of 
interest to you and your family – please remember to sign 

them in and out if you do decide to borrow one. 

Wellies & Coats 
In preparation for the autumn and winter 
weather, please provide your child with a 

pair of Wellington Boots that they can 
use at nursery. They can either be kept 
here or can just be brought in each time 
they attend – please also provide a coat 
or puddle-suit suitable for outside play as 

the children will be encouraged to go 
outside, whatever the weather, so long 

as they have appropriate clothing. 

 

Employee of the month 
Just a gentle reminder to 

continue posting your 
employee of the month 

nominations in the box at 
the front door.  

It’s a great reinforcement 
for the girls and Dave to 
hear how happy you are 
with the efforts that they 
make for you and your 

children 

Christmas 2019 
Christmas is on its way and there will be lots 

happening here at HDN… I will be producing a 
special Christmas info-letter over the next few 
weeks once our plans have been finalised, so 
look out for that in your emails and on the 
website to add more dates to your diary! 

 

Dates for your Diary 
4th October – World Animal Day  
w/c 7th October – Stay and Play 

15th October – Parent forum 5-6pm 
22nd October – ‘Talking Counts’ Workshop 

 w/c 11th November – Children in need 
week – activities every day! 

26th November - Parent’s evening 
 
 
 

Christmas Holiday Closure 
Break up: Tuesday 24th December 2019 
(PLEASE BE AWARE THAT NURSERY 
WILL CLOSE AT 3PM ON THIS DAY)  

 
Return to Nursery:  

Thursday 2nd January 2020 
 

 
This year to raise money for this great cause, 

we will be having a week of different 
activities during W/C 11th November 2019. 

Please bring a £1 donation for every 
activity 

Monday – Pudsey Picnic (Children to bring a 
teddy please) 

Tuesday – Spotty clothes dress-up day 
Wednesday – Face painting - The children 

will be painting their teacher’s faces too! 
Thursday – Baking and selling cakes  

Friday – Wear your PJs to nursery day 

World Animal Day  
This year we will be supporting a small local charity called 

Pepper’s Pet Rescue, based in Halesowen.  
 

On Friday 4th October the children will be baking animal 
biscuits and selling them at the end of the day to raise money. 

The charity have also said that donations of pet food, treats and 
bedding and are also always gratefully received.   

In addition, my dad (the nursery handyman) will be bringing in 
his tortoises – Linford and Christie for Kindergarten and Preschool 

to look after for the day!  
We would also like any children who have a pet to bring in photos 

of their animal to show and tell with their friends and teachers. 


